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No. 27 — Keralapuram Inscriptions. 

K-'ralapurant, which is mentioned in inscriptions as a suburb of Muttajak- 
kuruohchi, a village of ParalkGttu-d«am in SeAgalunIr-va|anidu which was itself 
a sub-division of Teoo*du, is a hamlet near Padmanibhapuram. It contains 
a Siva temple, whose earliest record engraved on its south-west base is <lated in 
Kollam 491 { ■ A. D. 1317) in the reign of \Tra-Udaiyamirtt4o<jav:irnuui and 
ho* already been published. As the god of the teinole has been railed Vlrakf-ra- 
jflkvarttu-.VCahftdm in this inscription and as the village also bore the name of 
VfraktralupiiraiQ alias Muttajaikkuruchchi, the temple and the village may be 
presumed to have come into existence during the reign of a king VTrakf ni|avurmon 
who must haw rcigne.1 prior to the beginning of the 14th century; i. e., in nil 
pr»)l«bilitv, either of the two Yi'n4<)u kings of that name figuring in the ChO|u 
pur, tin epigraph of Kolluu SOi and the Tiruvallsni rec«*rd of Kollam 399. 

When this temple subsequently got iuto disrcjoir after the ln|»c of more 
than three or four centuries, it wr renovated in Kollam 7x2 (- A. I). lf>07) by 
Vim Kavi Havivnrnu:i alia* Srf Kuhioklura who constructed it. nd/.imWum, kit 
clieu and R ishabba- man ia/ <i in .tone, and finished of! in brick the ttmdna of it* 
ivntr.il ihrine The same fact i' aUo alluded to in the ArrQr plate of Kollum 
H*l. Thi» Vfra Ravi-Kavivarman (KPttai-urun4|)i« known from his TiruvaHiru 
iiiKTiption. to have been the son of tUiayamiimi-RApi, to have belonged to tin- 
Tirup)i(lppQr svurQi«um and the Kllapp^ur-ilUm and had reigned «t least be- 
tween the years Kollam 77*1 and 782; while the StaU Manual gives him, on the 
authority of the temple chronicles, • reign of nearly 11 years from Kollam 771 
to 7*2. 

The subjoined inscriptions engraved on several pillars of the temple are nil 
tinted in die rich day of the month of Oiittimi of Kolbra 7H2, when the con-ecnition 
ceremony of the renovated temple wa* performed, and when these pillars, some of 
them sculptured unitUln and others of tUc variety railed chitra-kan4am were con- 
tributed ns votive gifts by several private individuals connected with the temple. 
From the fact that the turru-manjapa and thr Riihabhanvmiapa nre stated to 
have I wen constructed by the king himndf, according perUps to some definite plan, 
it look- ns if the private «lonor», ubo wanted to participate in the meritorious work 
of the temple's renovation. |«ud for these pillars after their erection and had their 
own donative labels incised thereon. 

These pillars arc described as belonging to the chitra karfam variety and a* 
some images are also sculptured oo their faces, they are further classified as chitra- 
kati4am-urut{iln. This type which is very common in temples is formed, us its name 
implies, by the combination <i two or three styles, the present variety consisting 
of three cubical portions connected together by intermediate shafts octagonal in 
section, which are further var iegated with floral or plain hand ornamentation. 
The square face, of the cubes at the middle and extremities bear on them represen- 
tations of men and animals, conventional floral work and geometrical patterns. 

The four pillars of the Ri*AabKa-man4apa at its south- we* t, north-west, 
north-east and south-east comers are well sculptured in the style of the 17th cen- 
tury so familiar in the neighbouring districts of Madura and Tinnevelly, and 
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represent, in order, the images res peetivdy of KulaWkharaPerum&l, Chftramao-Pe- 
r um&) together with SundaramQrti, LakshmaiM and Rama; but it is deplorable that 
.ill tlie figure* are mutilated owing to wantor: neglect and ill usage. The intro* 
duction of Rama and Lakshmapt in a Siva temple is not so uncommon os it may 
appear at first sight, a* these complementary images were popular in this period 
and are fouud in many of the TinneveDy temples erected during the Madura Nl- 
vabas' rule. The other two pillars bearing the representation* of the two Chfcra 
kings KulaWkhara and CheramlQ are hon-erer peculiar, and may have been fashion* 
cd at the original suggestion of king Rarivarman himself, who perhaps desired 
to perpetuate the memory of the two canonised Saints of his own regal line; for 
otherwise, it cannot be explained why the «k>nors of these pillars, a brace of 
temple dancing girU and a temple-accountant, should have particularly chosen 
these rure representations to adorn their votive par*. Kulafcekhara, the staunch 
Yaishonva devotee whose hymn* arc Ivimful of his fervid faith in the one god 
YishQU, must have deprecated the Travancore king’* patriotism which stationed 
hirn in front of a Saiva shrine. 

The RishaUw-maniapa is the square hall just in front of the sanctum in 
Siva temple*, in which is installed an image of the Ruhafha or bull, the vehicle of 
that god. The Sanskrit word Ritkabha » transformed into ifapa and ifrkajta in 
these inscriptiona, by tb* common substitution of /a for ska a- in ttlam tor inham 
etc., while the initial vowel i which is introduced in the Tamil rendering of Sans- 
krit words beginning with p, ought to have given the equivalent inukabha. 
M(tn<tajxi bus assumed the vulgar form of naujaia and fid no which can reasonably 
change into iydna as d/yam from d/lam, has here become fydn/a. 

Inscription A records that on the 6th day of the month of Chittirai in the 
Kollatn year 71*2. the pillar bearing the image ot KuLltkhara-PcruinA) was set up 
in the south-western corner (tatioi-mfilai) of tlie Ri/hal'ha-mtndava by two 
women Nila in miukuUi, daughter of Midauunai and Mftdatnmni, daughter of Ich* 
chukkuH'i who belonged to the mfiiialtvfi of dancing girls attached to the temple 
<'f MuhldCvu ut this village of K^ra|a|.urain; while the other inscription state* that 
the temple-accountant, AyyappnQ-AryapniQ of Parnk6du-dMam erected on the 
same day the pillar ot Cberainio-PerumAl and SundnrapperurniJ at the north- 
western corner of the same man^a/xt. The other two pillars of Kfcma and Lsk- 
shiiwga "ere similarly the gift* respectively of this accountant’s wife Sepbagninai- 
tAiidnkufti,' daughter of Niilltopi||ai|>enal of the Suchiudrum temple, and Nach- 
chilli y of VilavQr- detain, made on the amr day. 

A' 

On lU icetl bate 0 / th, Rukabha-matujafa. 

1 tZmjjte (Su r vpi ierp G+rismcu JT *o_ 

3 G/S*i jggwxis s i- * aP» Q.L-GuiK^s6 R 

•1 G+i(u>)utm* Ququ. 

I This ii f»fi«wr-d u No. 51 of lbs Tr*«. Zyig. Cc-Un. In h-SS s. a 
‘l Ifa-sd Strj*. 
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► n*..i 
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who ttfaidnl tt. tha Umpfe Bernal •crier. 

10 Thi» to rrgiairtO m Sa SC of the Tro. Ef*g C<llc. foi 1093 ». t 
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It will be o£ interest to give here a short account of the life of the royal- 
saint Ch«:un4o-PerumAl, because of his connection with the ancient Chen house, 
and a> king Kamavarman of Travancore (1758-98) mentions him as tin ancestor 
of his dynasty'. The main incidents of the saint-king's biography have been 
succinctly summarised in a single verse* by Umiputttvichftrya in his TiruUondar- 
pur&nastiram. The story as given in the /Wyapwrdrum is us follows — 

With his capital at the seoport town of K«duhgO|Qr called also MshOdui, 
whose ramparts were the high mountain ranges und whose moat was the deep sea, 
there reigned a powerful king named SeAgOrpopiiyno. the overlord of Mabii-nadu. 
In » branch of this illustrious family was tom prince PerumikkOdaiyAr also 
culled by the significant title of KalaprrarU 4r ' (one who understood the speech of 
all living licings), a pious devotee of Siva, who lutd kept himself utiaoiUa by thn 
dissipation' of a royal court and had dedicated his life to the service of the god nt 
Tiruvnfijaikknjam in tending the temple flower-gardens and in supplying garland* 
lor the god's daily worship*. But when SWlgOrp'iaiyao a' diluted at the end of a 
long reign and retired to an anchorite's life.lhi* prince was selected by the minister* 



to succeed to the throne and sra» prevailed u|>oii with greut difficulty to don the 
royal purple after he hud obtained divine sanction for bis acceptance of tlw exulted 
office. 

Ho wm of such a pkm* <lia|>ositioii that when, on his preliminary royal entry 
into the capital, he caOK across a washerman whose body was whitened with 
Fuller’s earth (urarnwn), be made obeisance to the man in the thought that Iw wan 
n deiva bhakla smeared with the holy ashes and that his appearance was a timely 
reminder to himself from on high to perwvere in his pious life. On another occasion, 
it is said tluit diva sent a poet-musician called Blpabhadra from Madura with u 
letter of introduction' to him that the bearer should be patronised and well-rewnrded 
wth riches ami that the king, who was. immensely pleased with the high honor 
that this Divine commission implied, even went to the knjjtli of offering his whole 
kingdom to the god's protege. HU devotion towards god Satartjn of Chidambaram 
grew in intensity and the great Dancer used to reward his piety by enabling him to 



his piety by enabling him to 
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bear the tinkling rhythm of his golden anklets (ycriilambu) at the end of his daily 
viljti}. Failing, however, to hear this accustomed token on a particular day, tl>e 
king was very much disheartened and would have » tabbed himself to death, if 
Nnwr&ja had not intervened in time to save His votary from an unnatural end. 
He then learnt that the beautiful hymns sung by the arch-devotee SunduramQrti 
in the temple at Chidambaram were so enthralling as to make the god forget his 
accustomed token to the Chen king. This incident was o turning point in the life 
of Chcramto nnd thenceforward his ardour grew, if anything, more fervid and he 
was filled with a longing to visit not only Chidambaram the abode of his favourite 
deity, but also pay homage to the great soul whoae songs had kept Siva spell- 
bound. 

Accordingly he set out fnun his capital and after passing through the 
Koftgu-n&du, through which lay in those days one of the highways between the 
eastern districts nnd Malni-niamjaLira. finally reached Chidambaram, where the 
divine vision which was vouchsafed him evoked a fitting response in the poem 
named the PoQ tvm rxatt at id&di ‘ . Ho then pioceedcd to Tiruvarttr, the head- 
quarters of Sundaminarti'X*y*Q&r, and formed with him n memorable friendahip 
which, while earning for rhe latter the sobriquet of ‘Chenua&BiOlao', continued un- 
it lui ted in its sincerity till the aimulbiucous and mysterious exit of both of them 
from TiruvaAjaikkaJam. After having composed the TirumumtnauUkdx'ai' in 
honour of god Valmlkanitha during his short stay at TiruvArttr, the Chfira king 
tlion accompanied Suudam on an extensive tour of pilgrimage to many holy 
temples of Siva in the Chain ami Pipdyn kingdoms, among which arv mentioned: 
KTlvelQr, X&gaikkArOQam, Tirunupiikkadu (Vfclirapyam), PalnUnm, AgaitynQ- 
ui||i, Kulagar-KodikkOyil, TirupnmtOr, Madurai, TiruppQvapam, Tiruvftppnunr, 
Tiruvivliignm, Tirup|«pftgnoxani, Kus&lam, KupiuibilA, TininohrOli, KAmft- 
Ivnmm, Tiruchchuliy al, Kftnappfr, Tirappu&arlyil, P&ta|Mvaram, TirukkaodiyQr 
and Tiruvaiyytru. Both the friends then cut across the KoAgudeftam and reach- 
ed KoduAgO|Qr, where Cii£raiii&» entertained Sundara with men pomp nnd resjwct 
tin waa befitting to the renowned boy-*aiix. 

After u short congenial stav at the Chin capital, Sundarn finally took leave 
of his royal friend and reached Tiruvirftr loaded with many costly presents ami 
jewels, after undergoing n miraculous adventure with banditti tn route at Tiru- 
murugaopQodi in the Coimbatore District. Some time later, SundarninQrti-Na- 
yaQAr paid a second visit to hia Chtn friend, after augmenting his fame on the 
way by the performance of a miracle of the resurrection of u brahman boy at Tiru- 
ppukkoliyQr (Coimbatore District), and was received with huge ovations by the 
people of Tiruv&fijaikkalam and their king. While SundaramQrti was thus stay- 
ing in the Chfra capital, god Siva, it ie stated, sent a white elephant to fetch* the 

1 

* + gmm 
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saint back to his original abode KailA-a, and in obedience to that holy mandate he 
prepared to start heavenwards; but before setting out, his commiserating thoughts 
strayed for a moment towards his royal comrade whom he had to leave behind. 
Cheramftu-Perumal, who was taking hi* bath at hi» palace at that time, vaulted on 
a horse and rushing to the spot where the elephant was marching with its precious 
burden, respectfully circumambulated his fnend and after muttering the mystic 
formula of tne pafuhdlsharn into the horde's »*r, row into the air leading the way 
in front to Mount KaiUUa. The loyal servant* of the Cher* king, who had wit- 
nessed their master mounting heavenwards, wait.*! till he was lost to sight and 
despairing of hi- return killed tbcm-clvc* by falling on their upright sworda, like 
the true warrior* that they were. On reaching the Silver Mountain, ChftnunAo- 
PenunAl gained audience of Siva through tie- recommendation of his friend and 
sang on that occasion the poetn celled the TiruUailayajMoa-ula 1 (called also tiro 
A (ft -nil), which received the god's impriuntur. This poem is said to have been 
transmitted to thi- world by a certain MAAattsgir 1 who had henrd it chanted on the 
slope* of KailA*i, while the publicity given to the songs that Sundars hymned 
forth on his way to the Holy Mount it attributed to Varupa, the lord of the 



Per um Ha la i - K uxumbar , one of the slaty -three devotee*, also killed himself 
in his own place in order to iom S undare on KailAvi. Auvai.wbo is said to have 
been the sister of OhAromao-PerumAl also reached on this occasion. 

Now as regards the period when CheramAo-Perurall flourished, it* deter- 
mination is confront*-! with the usual difficulties attendant on similar questions, 
namely, that the available materials are so superimposed with much that is purely 
traditional and supernatural that there is no safe historical foundation to proceed 
upon. The source* from which such information can be collated may be classified 
ns follows — 

(i) tradition current in MaUbur regarding this king, as recorded in the 

Ktral&lpatti ; 

(ii) the biographical sketches of this king and of SundaremQrti, Vii*o- 

miQder, KOtpuhyAr, MAoakkafljArer, fivarkOo-KalikkAnmoAr, Peru- 
miialai-Kurumbar, and SOmUiyer. who were his a»u temporaries 
according to the Periyap iwdnum’; 

(iii) the TiruvilmyddarpurAnan of ParafijOtiy&r, which mentions the depu- 

tation of the lutist Bipabhadre to this Chore's court as the 55th 
of the sixty-four divine sport* of god Sundnr*As cf Madura; and 

(iv) other miscellaneous references. 



(i) The Ktralilpatti, a Malavalsin work of no great antiquity or authenticity 
purporting to be a historical chronicle of the early Kferaja kings, places the end of 
the ChfcmmAo rule in the 5th century {A. D. 428) and relates of a certain BApap- 
perumil, one of them, that he went on a pilgrimage to Mecca on conversion to an 



1 Thii llirf, * i>Uos in ik« tn». Tirmmmr* 
t fc^uc*. oo f in. 






